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Sephardic congregatlon |oyously installs own Torah

By TAMAR KAUFMAN
Of the Bulletin Staff

The year 5752 already has had
an auspicious beginning for
Sunnyvale'’s Bar  Yohay
Sephardic Minyan: The 2-year-
old congregation has welcomed
its first Torah scroll.

And what a welcome it's
been. The moment a van-load of
Bar Yohay congregants saw sofer
(scribe) Shimon Kraft at San
Francisco International earlier
this month, they joyously
swarmed around him and his
precious bundle.

“It was a mob scene,” reports
congregation president Jean-
Pierre Braun. “The sofer came
out of the gate, the sefer Torah
wrapped in a tallit [prayer
shawl]. As soon as our group
saw it, people rushed forward,
pushing and shoving to be first
to kiss the Torah. It was a very
emotional moment,”

His son Jeremie adds: “Every-
one was clapping their hands
and singing, and one person
made a prayer. The reaction of
the [other] people at the airport
was, ‘God, are we weird.””

But the 13-year-old, who cele-
brated his bar mitzvah last
February, says he was not em-
barrassed to be part of such a
wild scene. In fact, he was so ex-
cited, even days later he eagerly
described the occasion in great
detail,

“We brought the sofer with
the Torah to the hotel in Sunny-

vale because he had to finish a
couple of letters,” he says. But it
took some time for the euphoric
crowd to calm down and leave,
a farewell that occurred primari-
ly in the Farsi language.

“I was, like, the only Ameri-
can,” Jeremie says. “Everyone
else was Iranian. [The sofer] was
from Los Angeles, but he spoke
Farsi, Everyone was amazed.”

Jeremie's father estimates half
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the congregation'’s 30 families
are Iranian, although the rest of
the Sephardic world seems to be
represented as well. According
to Braun, there also are mem-
bers from Israel, Iraq, Yemen,
Morocco, Algiers, Tunisia and
Egypt.

The Jewish communities from
those countries are known for
their warmth and enthusiastic
observance of tradition, and La-
bor Day weekend was no excep-
tion,

Even after leaving the scribe
late Sunday night, the Brauns
dlscovered at1l pam, that most
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Eric Benhamou carries the sefer Tarah as J-sre nn (left) and Nemat Zag hold chuppah
poles, joined by other celebrants from Bar Yohay Sephardic Minyan. .

scroll — a price paid entirely by
congregant donations.

Jean-Pierre Braun filled in two
letters — the first time he'd ever
written on the sacred parch-
ment. Since a Torah must not
have any mistakes, “you really
pay attention,” he says. “It's a
lot of responsibility.”

Each honoree said a short

prayer, filled in a letter and was
showered with candy;, a Seph-
ardic custom that, Braun says, in-
creases the sweetness of the mifz-
oah.

“It turned out the portion of
the week contained the com-
mandment, the mitzvah, for ev-

| ery Jew to write his own sefer

Torah,” Braun says. "It was
very, very timely.”

Bar Yohay observed the mitz-
vah with great joy, and adding
to the emotional pitch were the
exuberant ululations of the
women, a Sephardic tradition

| observed at weddings and other

happy occasions.

In fact, this was a wedding of
sorts as the celebrants took their
new Torah outside and placed it
under a chuppah, or wedding
canopy.

“Everybody started dancing
with the Torah and clapping
hands and singing songs and
doing the hora,” Jeremie Braun
recalls.

But for him, the high point
was when the letters were com-
pleted and “my dad held the
[Torah] cover in the air,” he
says. “It said Bar Yohay
Sephardic Minyan with the date
in Hebrew.

“I was proud of our syna-
gogue,” the young man says, ‘1
was glad we got a sefer Torah.
This one has our name on it and
it's going to be ours to keep.”
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observance of fradition, and La-
bor Day weekend was no excep-
tion,

Even after leaving the scribe
late Sunday night, the Brauns
discovered, at 11 p.m., that most
of the congregation had gath-
ered at the South Peninsula He-
brew Day School, where Bar
Yohay holds its services.

“Eperybody was waiting for
the Torah,” Jeremie says.

Similar impatience was evi-
dent the following morning,
when the Torah reading was
done, as usual, from a scroll on
long-term loan from San Jose’s
Temple Sinai. But 12 letters had
yet to be finished, the letters the
scribe had outlined the previous
night.

The honor of filling in the let-
ters was auctioned off to help
defray the cost of the $8,000

Jeremie Braun, 13, standing with father Jean-Pierre, proudly

holds sefer Torah under chuppah on day of celebration by Bar

Yohay Sephardic Minyan.

PENINSULA CONGREGATIONS

For High Holy Day service times,
please call the synagogues listed be-
low.

Best Wishes
fora

Happy
New Year

Robert Ross
324-8800

REFORM

CONGREGATION BETH AM,
26790 Arastradero Road, Los Altos
Hills. Rabbis Richard Block and
David Cohen; Cantor David Unter-
man. 493-4661.

PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH EL,
1700 Alameda de las Pulgas, San
Mateo, Rabbi B. Elka Abrahamson;
cantorial soloist Ellen Schwab. 341-
7701,

PENINSULA TEMPLE SHOLOM,
1655 Sebastian Drive, Burlingame.
Rabbis Gerald Raiskin and Rabbi/Ed-
ucator Andrew Straus; Cantor Barry
Reich. 697-2266.
CONSERVATIVE

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID,
19700 Prospect Road, Saratoga.
Rabbi Daniel Pressman; Cantor
Yitzhak Emanuel. (408) 257-3333.

TEMPLE BETH JACOB, 1550
Alameda de las Pulgas, Redwood
City. Rabbi H. David Teitelbaum;
Cantor Hans Cohn. 366-8481.

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL,
1575 Annie St., Daly City. Rabbi Mal-

colm Cohen; Cantor Howard Drew.
756-5430.

CCONGREGATION KOL EMETH,
4175 Manuela Ave., Palo Alto. Rabbi
Sheldon Lewis. 948-7498.

PENINSULA SINAI CONGREGA-
TION, 499 Boothbay, Foster City.
Rabbi Marvin Goodman. 349-2816.
ORTHODOX

BAR YOHAY SEPHARDIC
MINYAN, South Peninsula Hebrew
Day School, 1030 Astoria Drive, Sun-
nyvale. (408) 746-0614.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS YiS-
ROEL-LUBAVITCH, 3070 Louis
Road, Palo Alto. Rabbi Yosef Levin.
424-9800.

ORTHODOX MINYAN, 453 Sher-
man Ave., Palo Alto. 326-5001
INDEPENDENT

HILLEL FOUNDATION, Oid Union
Clubhouse, Stanford University, Stan-
ford. Rabbi Ari Cartun. 723-1602.

KARAITE JEWS OF AMERICA,
Peninsula Sinai Congregation in Fos-
ter City. Hazzan (Cantor) Joseph
Pessah. 566-0329.




